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Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas, along with 18
members of the House of Representatives
—15 Republicans and three Democrats—has
sent a letter to Attorney General Jeff
Sessions demanding that the Qatari-run
Al-Jazeera television network register as a
foreign agent under the Foreign Agents
Registration Act (FARA). The letter was
issued after Al-Jazeera said it planned to
air a documentary by a reporter who went
undercover to look into the Israel lobby in
the United States. The action by the
senator and the House members follows
the decision by the Justice Department to
force RT America to register as a foreign
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agent and the imposition of algorithms by
Facebook, Google and Twitter that steer
traffic away from left-wing, anti-war and
progressive websites, including Truthdig.
It also follows December’s abolition of net
neutrality.

The letter asks the Justice Department to
investigate “reports that Al Jazeera
infiltrated American non-profit
organizations.” It says that the “content
produced by this network often directly
undermines American interests with
favorable coverage of U.S. State
Department-designated Foreign Terrorist
Organizations, including Hamas,
Hezbollah, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and
Jabhat al-Nusra, al-Qaeda’s branch in
Syria.”

“American citizens deserve to know
whether the information and news media
they consume is impartial, or if it is
deceptive propaganda pushed by foreign
nations,” the letter reads.

The ominous assault on the final redoubts
of a free press, through an attempt to
brand dissidents, independent journalists
and critics of corporate power and
imperialism as agents of a foreign power,
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has begun. FARA, until recently, was a
little-used regulation, passed in 1938 to
combat Nazi propaganda. The journalists
Max Blumenthal and Ali Abunimah do a
good job of addressing the issue in this clip
on The Real News Network.

ADVERTISEMENT

Those who challenge the dominant
corporate narrative already struggle on
the margins of the media landscape. The
handful of independent websites and news
outlets, including this one, and a few
foreign-run networks such as Al-Jazeera
and RT America, on which I host a show,
“On Contact,” are the few platforms left
that examine corporate power and empire,
the curtailment of our civil liberties, lethal
police violence and the ecocide carried
out by the fossil fuel and animal
agriculture industries, as well as cover the
war crimes committed by Israel and the
U.S. military in the Middle East. Shutting
down these venues would ensure that the
critics who speak through them, and
oppressed peoples such as the
Palestinians, have no voice left.

I witnessed and was at times the victim of
black propaganda campaigns when I was a

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWH423jR4HY
https://www.rt.com/shows/on-contact/
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foreign correspondent. False accusations
are made anonymously and then amplified
by a compliant press. The anonymous site
PropOrNot, replicating this tactic, in 2016
published a blacklist of 199 sites that it
alleged, with no evidence, “reliably echo
Russian propaganda.” More than half of
those sites were far-right, conspiracy-
driven ones. But about 20 of the sites were
progressive, anti-war and left-wing. They
included AlterNet, Black Agenda Report,
Democracy Now!, Naked Capitalism,
Truthdig, Truthout, CounterPunch and
the World Socialist Web Site. PropOrNot
charged that these sites disseminated “fake
news” on behalf of Russia, and the
allegations became front-page news in The
Washington Post in a story headlined
“Russian propaganda effort helped spread
‘fake news’ during the election, experts
say.” Washington Post reporter Craig
Timberg wrote in that article that the goal
of “a sophisticated Russian propaganda
effort,” according to “independent
researchers who have tracked the
operation,” was “punishing Democrat
Hillary Clinton, helping Republican Donald
Trump and undermining faith in American
democracy.”
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To date, no one has exposed who operates
PropOrNot or who is behind the website.
But the damage done by this black
propaganda campaign and the subsequent
announcement by Google and other
organizations such as Facebook last April
that they had put in filters to elevate
“more authoritative content” and
marginalize “blatantly misleading, low
quality, offensive or downright false
information” have steadily diverted readers
away from some sites. The Marxist World
Socialist Web Site, for example, has seen
its traffic decline by 75 percent. AlterNet’s
search traffic is down 71 percent,
Consortium News is down 72 percent, and
Global Research and Truthdig have seen
declines. And the situation appears to be
growing worse as the algorithms are
refined.

Jeff Bezos, the owner of The Washington
Post and the founder and CEO of Amazon,
has, like Google and some other major
Silicon Valley corporations, close ties with
the federal security and surveillance
apparatus. Bezos has a $600 million
contract with the CIA. The lines separating
technology-based entities such as Google
and Amazon and the government’s security

https://www.wsws.org/
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and surveillance apparatus are often
nonexistent. The goal of corporations such
as Google and Facebook is profit, not the
dissemination of truth. And when truth
gets in the way of profit, truth is sacrificed.

Google, Facebook, Twitter, The New York
Times, The Washington Post, BuzzFeed
News, Agence France-Presse and CNN
have all imposed or benefited from the
algorithms or filters—overseen by human
“evaluators.” When an internet user types a
word in a Google search it is called an
“impression” by the industry. These
impressions direct the persons making the
searches to websites that use the words or
address the issues associated with them.
Before the algorithms were put in place
last April, searches for terms such as
“imperialism” or “inequality” directed
internet users mostly to left-wing,
progressive and anti-war sites. Now they
are directed primarily to mainstream sites
such as The Washington Post. If you type
in “World Socialist Web Site,” which has
been hit especially hard by the algorithms,
you will be directed to the site—but you
have to ask for it by name. Searches for
associated words such as “socialist” or
“socialism” are unlikely to bring up a list in
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which the World Socialist Web Site
appears near the top.

There are 10,000 “evaluators” at Google,
many of them former employees at
counterterrorism agencies, who
determine the “quality” and veracity of
websites. They have downgraded sites
such as Truthdig, and with the abolition of
net neutrality can further isolate those
sites on the internet. The news
organizations and corporations imposing
and benefiting from this censorship have
strong links to the corporate
establishment and the Democratic Party.
They do not question corporate
capitalism, American imperialism or rising
social inequality. They dutifully feed the
anti-Russia hysteria. An Al-Jazeera report
on this censorship begins at 14:07 in this
link.

The corporate oligarchs, lacking a valid
response to the discrediting of their
policies of economic pillage and endless
war, have turned to the blunt instrument
of censorship and to a new version of red
baiting. They do not intend to institute
reforms or restore an open society. They
do not intend to address the social
inequality behind the political insurgencies

https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/listeningpost/2018/03/headlines-hyperbole-covering-sergei-skripal-story-180317065638228.html
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in the two major political parties and the
hatred of the corporate state that spans
the political spectrum. They intend to
impose a cone of silence and the state-
sanctioned uniformity of opinion that
characterizes all totalitarian regimes. This
is what the use of FARA, the imposition of
algorithms and the attempt to blame
Trump’s election on Russian interference
is about. Critics and investigative
journalists who expose the inner workings
of corporate power are branded enemies
of the state in the service of a foreign
power. The corporate-controlled media,
meanwhile, presents the salacious, the
trivial and the absurd as news while
fanning the obsession over Russia. This is
one of the most ominous moments in
American history. The complicity in this
witch hunt by self-identified liberal
organizations, including The New York
Times and MSNBC, will come back to
haunt them. When the voices for truth are
erased, they will be next.

The steps to tyranny are always small,
incremental and often barely noticed, as
Milton Mayer wrote in “They Thought
They Were Free: The Germans 1933-1945.”
By the time a population wakes up, it is too

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/author/M/M/au5456987.html
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late. He noted:

But the one great shocking occasion,

when tens or hundreds or thousands

will join you, never comes. That’s the

difficulty. If the last and the worst

act of the whole regime had come

immediately after the first and the

smallest, thousands, yes, millions

would have been sufficiently

shocked. If, let us say, the gassing of

the Jews in ’43 had come

immediately after the “German

Firm” stickers on the windows of

non-Jewish shops in ’33. But of

course this isn’t the way it happens.

In between come all the hundreds of

little steps, some of them

imperceptible, each of them

preparing you not to be shocked by

the next. Step C is not so much

worse than Step B, and if you did not

make a stand at Step B, why should

you at Step C? And so on to Step D.

And one day, too late, your

principles, if you were ever sensible

of them, all rush in upon you. The

burden of self-deception has grown

too heavy, and some minor incident,

“
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Despots, despite their proclaimed

in my case my little boy, hardly more

than a baby, saying “Jew swine,”

collapses it all at once, and you see

that everything, everything has

changed and changed completely

under your nose. The world you lived

in—your nation, your people—is not

the world you were born in at all.

The forms are all there, all

untouched, all reassuring, the

houses, the shops, the jobs, the

mealtimes, the visits, the concerts,

the cinema, the holidays. But the

spirit, which you never noticed

because you made the lifelong

mistake of identifying it with the

forms, is changed. Now you live in a

world of hate and fear, and the

people who hate and fear do not even

know it themselves; when everyone

is transformed no one is

transformed. Now you live in a

system which rules without

responsibility even to God. The

system itself could not have intended

this in the beginning, but in order to

sustain itself it was compelled to go

all the way.



22.03.18 23:35Building the Iron Wall

Page 12 of 28https://www.truthdig.com/articles/building-the-iron-wall/

ideological, national and religious
differences, speak the same language.
Amoral, devoid of empathy and addicted
to power and personal enrichment, they
are building a world where all who criticize
them are silenced, where their populations
are rendered compliant by fear, constant
surveillance and the loss of basic liberties
and where they and their corporate
enablers are the undisputed masters.

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz reported
that the Qatari government is seeking to
improve relations with the Trump
administration by forging alliances with
right-wing Jewish organizations in the
United States. It has promised Jewish
leaders, the paper reported, not to air the
Al-Jazeera documentary about the Israel
lobby. Al-Jazeera in 2016 shut down Al-
Jazeera America, which broadcast to U.S.
audiences. With no broadcaster in the U.S.,
the program would have reached few
American viewers even if Al-Jazeera had
put it on the air.

Haaretz reported that Jewish
organizational leaders who have visited
Qatar in recent months include Mort Klein
of the Zionist Organization of America;
Malcolm Hoenlein, the executive vice
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chairman of the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations;
Jack Rosen of the American Jewish
Congress; Rabbi Menachem Genack of the
Orthodox Union; Martin Oliner of the
Religious Zionists of America; and attorney
Alan Dershowitz.

“What these leaders share is that none of
them are considered critics of the right-
wing Netanyahu government in Israel or
the Trump administration in Washington,”
Haaretz correspondent Amir Tibon wrote
in the newspaper.

The despotism of the United States and
the despotism of Israel have found an ally
in the despotism of Qatar. Professed
beliefs are meaningless. Israel is bonded
with the regime in Saudi Arabia and the
Christian right in the United States, each
of which is virulently anti-Semitic.
Dissidents, including Jewish and Israeli
dissidents, are attacked as “self-hating
Jews” or anti-Semites only because they
are dissidents. The word “traitor” or “anti-
Semite” has no real meaning. It is used not
to describe a reality but to turn someone
into a pariah. The iron wall is rising. It will
cement into place a global system of
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corporate totalitarianism, one in which the
old vocabulary of human rights and
democracy is empty and where any form
of defiance means you are an enemy of the
state. This totalitarianism is being formed
incrementally. It begins by silencing the
demonized. It ends by silencing everyone.

“You walk into the room with your pencil
in your hand,” Bob Dylan sang in “Ballad of
a Thin Man.” “You see somebody naked
and you say, ‘Who is that man?’ You try so
hard but you don’t understand just what
you will say when you get home. Because
something is happening here, but you
don’t know what it is, do you, Mr. Jones?”
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Overseas, the United States is engaged in
real wars in which bombs are dropped,
missiles are launched, and people
(generally not Americans) are killed,
wounded, uprooted, and displaced. Yet
here at home, there’s nothing real about
those wars.  Here, it’s phony war all the
way. In the last 17 years of “forever war,”
this nation hasn’t for one second been
mobilized. Taxes are being cut instead of
raised.  Wartime rationing is a faint
memory from the World War II era.  No

Homeland
COMMENTS

The guided-missile destroyer USS Porter conducting a strike against a target in Syria. (U.S.
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ford Williams)

William J.
Astore /

TomDispatch

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-children/1-3-million-children-displaced-by-iraqs-war-with-islamic-state-unicef-idUSKBN1F81II
http://www.tomdispatch.com/blog/176251/tomgram%3A_rebecca_gordon%2C_war_without_end/
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/building-the-iron-wall/#
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USS_Porter_(DDG_78)_2017_Shayrat_strike_170407-N-JI086-087.jpg
http://www.tomdispatch.com/blog/176398/
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one is being required to sacrifice a thing.

Now, ask yourself a simple question: What
sort of war requires no sacrifice?  What
sort of war requires that almost no one in
the country waging it take the slightest
notice of it?

America’s conflicts in distant lands rumble
on, even as individual attacks flash like
lightning in our news feeds.  “Shock and
awe” campaigns in Afghanistan in 2001 and
Iraq in 2003, initially celebrated as decisive
and game changing, ultimately led
nowhere.  Various “surges” produced
much sound and fury, but missions were
left decidedly unaccomplished.  More
recent strikes by the Trump
administration against a Syrian air base or
the first use of the most powerful non-
nuclear weapon in the U.S. arsenal,
the MOAB super-bomb, in Afghanistan
flared brightly, only to fizzle even more
quickly.  These versions of the
German blitzkrieg-style attacks of World
War II have been lightning assaults that
promised much but in the end delivered
little.  As these flashes of violence send
America’s enemies of the moment (and
nearby civilians) to early graves, the
homeland (that’s us) slumbers.  Sounds of

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2017/04/07/beautiful-brian-williams-says-of-syria-missile-strike-proceeds-to-quote-leonard-cohen/
https://bracingviews.com/2017/05/15/icons-of-american-militarism/
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war, if heard at all, come from TV or video
screens or Hollywood films in local
multiplexes.

We are, in fact, kept isolated from
Washington’s wars, even as America’s
warriors traverse a remarkable expanse of
the globe, from the Philippines through
the Greater Middle East deep into Africa. 
As conflicts flare and sputter, ramp up and
down and up again, Americans have been
placed in a form of behavioral lockdown. 
Little more is expected of us than to be
taxpaying spectators or, when it comes to
the U.S. military, starry-
eyed cheerleaders.  Most of the time,
those conflicts are not just out of sight,
but meant to be out of mind as well.  Rare
exceptions are moments when our
government asks us to mourn U.S. service
members like Navy SEAL William “Ryan”
Owens, killed in an abortive raid President
Trump ordered in Yemen in early 2017 in
which children also died (though that was
something just about no one here even
noticed).  While the military has been
deploying and striking on a global scale,
we’ve been told from the very first
moments of Washington’s self-
proclaimed war on terror to go shopping

http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175314/tom_engelhardt_the_new_american_isolationism
https://bracingviews.com/2013/10/27/that-word-again-lockdown/
https://bracingviews.com/2018/01/08/u-s-politicians-and-their-love-of-the-military/
http://www.newsweek.com/trump-yemen-raid-ryan-owens-carryn-owens-562378
https://theintercept.com/2017/03/09/women-and-children-in-yemeni-village-recall-horror-of-trumps-highly-successful-seal-raid/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/03/AR2008100301977.html
http://www.tomdispatch.com/blog/176395/
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or to Disney World and let the experts
handle it.

ADVERTISEMENT

We have, in short, been sidelined in what,
to draw on the lexicon of World War II,
might be thought of as a sitzkrieg, the
German term for phony war.

A bizarre version of blitzkrieg overseas and
an even stranger version of sitzkrieg at
home could be said to define this peculiar
American moment.  These two versions
exist in a curiously yin-yang relationship
to each other.  For how can a nation’s
military be engaged in warfare at a near-
global level --- blitzing people across vast
swaths of the globe --- when its citizens
are sitting on their collective
duffs, demobilized and mentally
disarmed?  Such a schizoid state of mind
can exist only when it’s in the interest of
those in power.  Appeals to “patriotism”
(especially to revering “our” troops) and an
overwhelming atmosphere of secrecy to
preserve American “safety” and “security”
have been remarkably effective
in controlling and stifling interest in the
country’s wars and their costs, long before
such an interest might morph into dissent
or opposition.  If you want an image of just

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoney_War
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/176386/tomgram%3A_stephanie_savell%2C_the_hidden_costs_of_america%27s_wars/
http://www.tomdispatch.com/archive/175276/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/jun/28/nsa-surveillance-too-many-documents-classified
https://bracingviews.com/2017/07/17/silencing-war-criticism/
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/176369/tomgram%3A_engelhardt%2C_seeing_our_wars_for_the_first_time/
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how effective this has been, recall the
moment in July 2016 when small numbers
of earnest war protesters quite literally
had the lights turned off on them at the
Democratic National Convention.

To use an expression I heard more than a
few times in my years in the military, when
it comes to its wars, the government treats
the people like mushrooms, keeping them
in the dark and feeding them bullshit.

The Fog of Phony War

Prussian war theorist Carl von Clausewitz
famously spoke of the "fog of war," the
confusion created by and inherent
uncertainty built into that complex human
endeavor.  As thick as that fog often is, in
these years the fog of phony war has
proven even thicker and more
disorienting.

By its very nature, a real war of necessity,
of survival, like the Civil War or World War
II brings with it clarity of purpose and a
demand for results.  Poorly performing
leaders are relieved of command when not
killed outright in combat.  Consider the
number of mediocre Union generals
Abraham Lincoln cycled through before he

https://bracingviews.com/2016/07/28/a-revealing-moment-at-the-democratic-national-convention/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fog_of_war
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found Ulysses S. Grant.  Consider the
number of senior officers relieved during
World War II by General George C.
Marshall, who knew that, in a global
struggle against Nazi Germany and
Imperial Japan, subpar performances
couldn’t be tolerated.  In wars of necessity
or survival, moreover, the people are
invariably involved.  In part, they may have
little choice, but they also know (or at least
believe they know) “why we fight” --- and
generally approve of it.

Admittedly, even in wars of necessity there
are always those who will find ways to
duck service. In the Civil War, for example,
the rich could pay others to fight in their
place.  But typically in such wars, everyone
serves in some capacity. Necessity
demands it.

The definition of twenty-first-century
phony war, on the other hand, is its lack of
clarity, its lack of purpose, its lack of any
true imperative for national survival
(despite a never-ending hysteria over the
“terrorist threat”).  The fog it produces is
especially disorienting.  Americans today
have little idea “why we fight” other than a
vague sense of fighting them over there

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/11/general-failure/309148/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Why_We_Fight
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(Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Niger, Somalia,
Syria, Yemen, etc.) so they won’t kill us
here, to cite George W.
Bush’s rationale for launching the war on
terror.  Meanwhile, with such a lack of
national involvement and accountability,
there’s no pressure for the Pentagon or
the rest of the national security state to up
its game; there’s no one even to point out
that wherever the U.S. military has gone
into battle in these years, yet more terror
groups have subsequently sprouted like so
many malignant weeds.  Bureaucracy and
mediocrity go unchallenged; massive
boosts in military spending reward
incompetency and the creation of a series
of quagmire-like “generational” wars.

Think of it as war on a Möbius strip.  More
money shoveled into the Pentagon brings
more chaos overseas, more imperial
overreach, and undoubtedly
more blowback here at home, all witnessed
--- or rather largely ignored --- by a
sitzkrieg citizenry.

Of course, for those fighting the wars, they
are anything but phony.  It’s just that their
experience remains largely isolated from
that of the rest of us, an isolation that only
serves to elevate post-traumatic stress

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BFILhtWdq0
http://www.tomdispatch.com/blog/176391/tomgram%3A_william_hartung%2C_the_pentagon_budget_as_corporate_welfare_for_weapons_makers
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/petraeus-afghan-war-generational-struggle-will-not-end-soon
http://www.tomdispatch.com/blog/176392/tomgram%3A_engelhardt%2C_the_age_of_unintended_consequences/
http://www.tomdispatch.com/archive/175563/
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disorder rates, suicides, and the like. 
When today’s troops come home, they
generally suffer in silence and among
themselves.

America’s New (Phony) National Defense

Strategy

Even phony wars need enemies.  In fact,
they may need them more (and more of
them) than real wars do.  No surprise then
that the Trump administration’s recently
announced National Defense
Strategy (NDS) offers a laundry list of such
enemies.  China and Russia top it as
“revisionist powers” looking to reverse
America’s putative victory over
Communism in the Cold War.  “Rogue”
powers like North Korea and Iran are
singled out as especially dangerous
because of their nuclear ambitions.  (The
United States, of course, doesn’t have a
“rogue” bone in its body, even if it is now
devoting at least $1.2 trillion to building a
new generation of more usable nuclear
weapons.)  Nor does the NDS neglect
Washington’s need to hammer away
at global terrorists until the end of time or
to extend “full-spectrum dominance” not
just to the traditional realms of combat

http://www.tomdispatch.com/archive/175563/
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-veteran-suicide-20150115-story.html
https://www.defense.gov/News/Transcripts/Transcript-View/Article/1420042/remarks-by-secretary-mattis-on-the-national-defense-strategy/
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/USNuclearModernization
http://www.tomdispatch.com/blog/176390/
http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2018/03/pentagon-may-create-combatant-command-space/146430/
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(land, sea, and air) but also to spaceand
cyberspace.

Amid such a plethora of enemies, only one
thing is missing in America’s new defense
strategy, the very thing that’s been missing
all these years, that makes twenty-first-
century American war so phony: any sense
of national mobilization and shared
sacrifice (or its opposite, antiwar
resistance).  If the United States truly faces
all these existential threats to our
democracy and our way of life, what are
we doing frittering away more than $45
billion annually in a quagmire war in
Afghanistan?  What are we doing spending
staggering sums on exotic weaponry like
the F-35 jet fighter (total projected
program cost: $1.45 trillion) when we have
far more pressing national needs to deal
with?

Like so much else in Washington in these
years, the NDS doesn’t represent a
strategy for real war, only a call for more
of the same raised to a higher power.  That
mainly means more money for the
Pentagon, the Department of Homeland
Security, and related “defense” agencies,
facilitating more blitz attacks on various
enemies overseas.  The formula --- serial

https://cdn.defenseone.com/a/defenseone/interstitial.html?v=8.7.0&rf=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.defenseone.com%2Ftechnology%2F2018%2F03%2Fpentagon-may-create-combatant-command-space%2F146430%2F%3Foref%3Dd_brief_nl
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/176388/tomgram%3A_danny_sjursen%2C_buttering_up_the_pentagon/
https://bracingviews.com/2016/02/03/wheres-the-anti-war-movement/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/pentagon-says-afghan-war-costs-taxpayers-45-billion-per-year
http://time.com/money/4310099/f-35-budget-pay-free-college-student-loans/
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blitzkrieg abroad, serial sitzkrieg in the
homeland --- adds up to victory, but only
for the military-industrial complex.

Solutions to Sitzkrieg

Of course, one solution to phony war
would be to engage in real war, but for
that the famed American way of life would
actually have to be endangered.  (By
Afghans?  Syrians? Iraqis? Yemenis? 
Really?)  Congress would then have to
declare war; the public would have to be
mobilized, a draft undoubtedly reinstated,
and taxes raised.  And those would be just
for starters.  A clear strategy would have to
be defined and losing generals demoted or
dismissed.

Who could imagine such an approach
when it comes to America’s forever wars? 
Another solution to phony war would be
for the American people to actually start
paying attention.  The Pentagon would
then have to be starved of funds. (With less
money, admirals and generals might
actually have to think.)  All those attacks
overseas that blitzed innocents and spread
chaos would have to end.  Here at home,
the cheerleaders would have to put down

https://bracingviews.com/2018/02/09/ikes-military-industrial-congressional-complex-is-alive-and-very-well/
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the pom-poms, stop mindlessly praising
the troops for their service, and pick up a
few protest signs.

In point of fact, America’s all-too-real wars
overseas aren’t likely to end until the
phony war here at home is dispatched to
oblivion.

A final thought: Americans tell pollsters
that, after all these years of failed wars
abroad, they continue to trust the
military more than any other societal
institution.  Consistent with phony war,
however, much of that trust is based on
ignorance, on not really knowing what that
military is doing overseas.  So, is there a
chance that, one of these days, Americans
might actually begin to pay some attention
to “their” wars?  And if so, would those
polls begin to change and how might that
military, which has experienced its share
of blood, sweat, and tears, respond to such
a loss of societal prestige?  Beware
the anger of the legions.

Faith in institutions undergirds
democracy.  Keeping the people
deliberately demobilized and in the dark
about the costs and carnage of America’s
wars follows a pattern of governmental

http://freebeacon.com/culture/poll-americans-highest-trust-military-congress-media-fall-last/
https://quoteinvestigator.com/2012/09/23/anger-of-legions/


22.03.18 23:35Building the Iron Wall

Page 27 of 28https://www.truthdig.com/articles/building-the-iron-wall/

lying and deceit that stretches from
the Vietnam War to the Iraq Wars
of 1991 and 2003, to military operations in
Afghanistan, Syria, and elsewhere today. 
Systemic lies and the phony war that goes
with them continue to contribute to a
slow-motion process of political and social
disintegration that could result in a much
grimmer future for this country: perhaps
an authoritarian one; certainly, a more
chaotic and less democratic one.

Societal degradation and democratic
implosion, caused in part by endless phony
war and the lies associated with it, are this
country’s real existential enemies, even if
you can’t find them listed in any National
Defense Strategy.  Indeed, the price tag for
America’s wars may in the end prove not
just heavy but catastrophic.
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